PERSPECTIVES IN POLITICAL SCIENCE by Assibong, Patrick Agbor

PERSPECTIVES 
IN 
POLITICAL SCIENCE 
Ntufam: Patrick AGBOR ASSIBONG 
B.Sc.(Hons);M.Sc.,Ph.D Political Science 
(Specialized in the Political Economy of 
Development and Underdevelopment or 
Development Studies) 
FIRST EDITION 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT EDITION 
DEDICATION 
Perspectives in Political Science is dedicated to all the 
Progressive African People past and present and to my 
Godfather and Wife (Mr. and Mrs.Alfred and Catherine 
Schwarz) in Switzerland who have been serving as my 
role models over the years. 
- t  
A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S  
T h e  w r i t i n g  o f  t h i s  b o o k  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  b u t  f o r  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  I  
g o t  f r o m  a l l  t h e  a u t h o r s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y .  I  r e m a i n  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  
a b o v e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  
I  h a v e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l a b a r  P e e r  R e v i e w  a n d  P r e s s  M a n a g e m e n t  
C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  a f t e r  a  t h o r o u g h  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  b o o k  i s s u e d  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t a n d a r d  B o o k  N u m b e r  ( I S B N  9 7 8 - 0 6 5 - 1 9 2 - 6 )  t o  m e .  
M y  t h a n k s  a l s o  g o  t o  M e s s r s :  B a t e  a n d  K i m a  o f  S O N E L  w h o  g a v e  m e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  r o l e  o f  S O N E L  a s  a  p u b l i c  c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  C a m e r o o n ;  M r .  
J o s e p h  N t u i N d i f o n  o f  t h e  N i g e r i a n  E l e c t r i c i t y  P o w e r  A u t h o r i t y  ( N E P A )  w h i c h  
w a s  r e n a m e d  P o w e r  H o l d i n g  C o m p a n y  o f  N i g e r i a ( P H C N )  a n d  n o w  E l e c t r i c i t y  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  C o m p a n y  f o r  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  o n  N E P A , P H C N ,  P o r t h a r c o r t  
E l e c t r i c i t y  D i s t r i b u t i o n  C o m p a n y ( P H E D C ) , E n u g u  E l e c t r i c i t y  D i s t r i b u t i o n  
C o m p a n y ( E E D C ) ,  
B e n i n  E l e c t r i c i t y  D i s t r i b u t i o n  C o m p a n y ,  B e n u e  E l e c t r i c i t y  D i s t r i b u t i o n  
C o m p a n y ( B E D C ) , K a d u n a  E l e c t r i c i t y  D i s t r i b u t i o n  C o m p a n y ( K E D C )  I b a d a n  
E l e c t r i c i t y  D i s t r i b u t i o n  C o m p a n y ( I B E D C ) , I k e j a  E l e c t r i c i t y  D i s t r i b u t i o n  
C o m p a n y ( I K E D C ) , E k o  E l e c t r i c i t y  D i s t r i b u t i o n  C o m p a n y  
( E K E D C ) , A b u j a  E l e c t r i c i t y  D i s t r i b u t i o n  C o m p a n y ( A B E D C ) ,  J o s  E l e c t r i c i t y  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  C o m p a n y ( J E D C ) , K a n o  E l e c t r i c i t y  D i s t r i b u t i o n  C o m p a n y ( K E D C )  
a n d  Y o l a  E l e c t r i c i t y  D i s t r i b u t i o n  C o m p a n y ( Y E D C ) .  
I  m u s t  a l s o  t h a n k  m y  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  s t u d e n t s  w h o  i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  
w h o  u s e d  m y  f i r s t  t e x t b o o k  - I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  t o  w r i t e  P u b l i c  
S e r v i c e  E x a m i n a t i o n s  o r  " C o n c o u r s "  i n  F r e n c h  W e s t  A f r i c a n  C o u n t r i e s ,  p a s s e d  
t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s .  T h e y  h o w e v e r  t o l d  m e  t o  w r i t e  o n  P u b l i c  C o r p o r a t i o n s ,  t h e  
C i v i l  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  E l e c t o r a l  S y s t e m  b e c a u s e  q u e s t i o n s  f r o m  t h e s e  t o p i c s  u s e  
t o  " e m b a r r a s s "  t h e m  d u r i n g  p u b l i c  e x a m i n a t i o n s .  T h i s ,  I  d i d  b y  w r i t i n g  
P e r s p e c t i v e s  i n  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  w h i c h  i s  a n o t h e r  t e x t b o o k  i n  G o v e r n m e n t  
w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  u s e f u l  t o  s t u d e n t s .  
I  r e m a i n  g r a t e f u l  t o  M e s s r s :  M b u a  R i c h a r d  A k o n g  O j o n g  a n d  C h e c k  W a t a d  
w h o  t y p e d  a n d  p r o o f - r e a d  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t .  
J u l y ,  2 0 1 6  
D e p t .  o f  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  a n d  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  ,  
C o v e n a n t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  O t a ,  
O g u n  S t a t e ,  N i g e r i a .  
N t u f a m ( D r . )  A s s i b o n g  P . A  
i i  
I  h a v e  w r i t t e n  t h i s  b o o k :  P e r s p (  
i l l u m i n a t i n g  a l l  t h e  t o p i c s  i n  t l  
A f r i c a n  a n d  E u r o p e a n  P e r s p e c t  
a d v a n c e  t h e  s t u d y  a n d  u n d e r s t ;  
N i g e r i a  a n d  o t h e r  W e s t  A f r i c a 1  
L e o n e .  
T h i s  b o o k  c a n  h e l p  c a n d i d a t e s  
l e v e l  a n d  p u b l i c  e x a m i n a t i o n s  
m o s t  A f r i c a n  C o u n t r i e s  w i t h  n o  
t h e y  o f t e n  e n c o u n t e r  q u e s t i o m  
t h e  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e m  e t c  b u t  t h e )  
T h i s  b o o k  n o w  f i l l s  t h e  a b o v e  ~ 
n o t  h a v e .  
S t u d e n t s  i n  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  
W o r l d ,  n e e d  a  b o o k  l i k e ,  Persp~ 
t h e m  s t u d y  a n d  c o m p r e h e n d  
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t .  P  
P A D 4 1 7 :  N i g e r i a n  L o c a l  G o v e  
G o v e r n m e n t .  P O S 3 0  1 :  P u b l i c  C  
P O S 4 1 8 :  P a r t y  a n d  E l e c t o r a l  S y  
T h i s  b o o k  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  u s e  
s t u d e n t s  i n  U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t h o  
" C o n c o u r s "  b u t  i t  w i l l  a l s o  b e  
a n d  t h e  M a s t e r  D i s c i p l i n e  o f  P o ,  
J u l y ,  2 0 1 6  
D e p t .  o f  t > o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  
a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  
C o v e n a n t U n i v e r s i t y ,  O t a ,  
O g u n  S t a t e ,  N i g e r i a  
: for the materials I 
main grateful to the 
Press Management 
book issued the 
)to me. 
EL who gave me 
in Cameroon; Mr. 
rity (NEPA) which 
md now Electricity 
HCN, Portharcort 
i.city Distribution 
icity Distribution 
1y(KEDC) Ibadan 
.city Distribution 
, Jos Electricity 
Company(KEDC) 
:1 me that all those 
ce to write Public 
Countries, passed 
Corporations, the 
n these topics use 
I did by writing 
k in Government 
Check Watad 
Assibong P.A 
PREFACE 
I have written this book: Perspective in Political Science with the hope of 
illuminating all the topics in the eleven Chapters of the book using the 
African and European Perspectives. It is hoped that this will also help us 
advance the study and understanding of Constitutional Developments in 
Nigeria and other West African countries like Ghana, Liberia and Sierra 
Leone. 
This book can help candidates pass their Examinations at the university 
level and public examinations for recruitment into the Civil Service in 
most African Countries with no stress. Some job applicants complain that 
they often encounter questions on public corporations, public opinion, 
the electoral system etc but they have no idea about the above particulars. 
This book now fills the above gap because one cannot give what he does 
not have. 
Students in Political Science Departments in all Universities in the 
World, need a book like, Perspectives in Political Science which can help 
them study and comprehend courses like - POS 112: Nigerian 
Constitutional Development. POS 114: Introduction to African Politics 
PAD417: Nigerian Local Government. PAD 222: Introduction to Local 
Government. POS30 1: Public Corporations. POS436: Constitutionalism, 
POS418: Party and Electoral System etc. 
This book will not only be useful for Undergraduates and Postgraduate 
students in Universities, those writing Public Examinations or 
"Concours" but it will also be useful for all those who love knowledge 
and the Master Discipline of Political Science. 
July, 2016 
Dept. of :f>olitical Science 
and International Relations 
CovenantUniversity, Ota, 
Ogun State, Nigeria 
Ntufam:Assibong,P. A. Ph.D 
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